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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF STATE SCHOOL ORGANISATIONS — FUNDING 

263. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education. 

Mr Speaker, in asking a supplementary question, I seek your indulgence to lay three documents on the table of 
the house. The first is the publication entitled “The Effective School Council” by WACSSO; the second is 
schedules 2 and 3 of the service agreement between WACSSO and the minister’s department; and, finally, the 
third is the school council training schedule as delivered by WACSSO for the past few years.  

[The papers were tabled for the information of members.] 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Why did the minister tell us unequivocally several times in question time last Tuesday 
that “WACSSO does not provide training to school councils”? She can check the Hansard record; she said it at 
least three times. Further, she said that WACSSO is involved with P&Cs, not with school councils, when it is 
part of her department’s agreement with WACSSO to deliver the training.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

It is quite clear that the main role of WACSSO is as a peak body for P&Cs. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Why did you mislead the house last week?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: In a voluntary capacity, school councils may seek — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It’s not voluntary; it’s part of the agreement with your department. They don’t get the 
money if they don’t deliver the training. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have not finished the sentence. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’ve misled the house and you should apologise. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: If school councils wish to have a dialogue with — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’re either incredibly dumb or you have an incredibly thick hide. You misled the house 
on at least four occasions in your answer last week. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I have given you the opportunity to ask all the questions you wanted to 
ask. I am giving the minister the opportunity to answer the questions. It might not necessarily be the answer you 
want to hear but I would ask you to listen to the minister. I call you formally for the first time.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: To finish my sentence, school councils do not have to involve WACSSO in training their 
members.  
 


